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Cologne, July 2026 

 
 
 
AUDITION CALL  
for 2-3 female* hand to hand acrobats with dancers/movers mindset for two 
new creations 
 

Cologne based circus-dance company Overhead Project is seeking up to three 
female* circus performers experienced in hand to hand and partnering with sensitivity 
for dance and movement: 
 
For the outdoor creation “1000 Faces” with participatory audience interaction (5 
creation weeks in  jan – may 2027) we are searching a female* hand to hand duo or 
one flyer and one base. 
For the large scale indoor stage / concert hall creation “Transcending Bodies” with 6 
musicians, 6 performers and a community band (3 weeks creation/adaption in we are 
searching a acrobat performer/2nd cast for the creation who can potentially fly and 
base. 
 
To complete our existing cast and with the intent to work within a more balanced team 
as well as with a more equal gender representation on stage we are specifically 
searching female* performers with this audition. 
We particularly welcome applications from people of colour and people with 
migration backgrounds. 

 
 
Audition date(s):  

September 30th  9:30 until October 01st, 2026 16:00 | PACT Zollverein Choreographic 
Center – Essen (GER) 
 

 
About the creations: 
 
1000 Faces 
An interactive circus performance for families and young audiences 
Premiere: May 16th 2027, CircusDanceFestival Cologne 
 
As the second part of the multi-year research series #Transgressing Bodies, the project explores 
trust, collectivity, intuition, and the boundaries between performers and audiences. Created for 
families and young audiences, 1000 Faces invites the adudience into a shared experience where 
collaboration, care, and mutual responsibility become part of the performance itself. 

Starting from the simple question, “How many people does it take to carry one body?”, the work draws 
on principles of partner acrobatics and collective movement practices. Through guided interaction, 
audiences are invited to explore carrying and being carried, trust in oneself and others, embodied 
knowledge, and forms of spontaneous collaboration. 

The performance investigates how moments of togetherness can emerge through physical action, 
attentiveness, and collective imagination. Blurring the distinction between stage and audience space, 
1000 Faces creates a temporary community in which participation remains voluntary and individual 
boundaries are respected. 
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The current performer team consists of the hand to hand duo Francesco Germini (Milan), Maiol 
Pruna Soler (Barcelona) who have been educated together at ESAC in Brussels. 

For this new creation, we are looking for two female* circus performers with a strong hand-to-hand 
practice, ideally applying as an established duo. We are seeking artists that are interested in direct 
audience interaction and participatory performance formats in an outdoor setting. 

 
 
Transcending Bodies 
Reimagining of existing work “Beasts & Bodies” for Philharmonie Köln  
 
6 Performers, 6 Musicians, 1 community band 
 
Transcending Bodies (working title) is a new site-specific contemporary music, dance and circus 
production by Overhead Project and Berlin based composer Simon Bauer, premiering at the Cologne 
Philharmonie as part of the inMotion Festival in beginning of November 2027. 

Developed in response to the unique architecture of the Philharmonie Cologne the performance unfolds 
throughout the entire building, including foyers and transitional spaces. Music, acrobatics, choreography 
and architecture intertwine to create an immersive journey that invites audiences into a shared 
experience of movement, sound and collective presence. 

At the core of the work are questions of trust, risk, transformation and togetherness. Through the close 
interaction of live musicians, acrobats and dancers, Transcending Bodies explores how bodies support 
one another, share responsibility and create new forms of proximity. Sound and movement are 
conceived as equal dramaturgical forces, constantly influencing and transforming one another. 

The production brings together 6 performers from Overhead Project, a five-piece instrumental 
ensemble, local community musicians and composer Simon Bauer as a live musician on stage. The project 
is conceived as an adaptable and tourable format that can be developed further in dialogue with 
different venues, communities and architectural contexts. 

The current performer team consists of Mijin Kim (Cologne), Francesco Germini (Milan), Maria 
Madeira (Brussels), Leon Börgens (Cologne) and Maiol Pruna Soler (Barcelona). Coming from 
backgrounds in contemporary circus and dance, all performers work within hybrid artistic practices and 
have collaborated in various constellations across previous Overhead Project productions. 

For Transcending Bodies, we are looking for one female* who is able to potentially switch role as flyer and 
base. In one part of the work you would be involved as performer, in another part you would be 2nd cast. 
In this combination you would be present throughout the whole creation process and performance dates. 
We are seeking an experienced contemporary circus and/or dance artist with strong partnering skills, an 
interest in contemporary performance formats, and a willingness to work within an established ensemble. 
Experience in hand to hand and acrobatic partnering is necessary, experience in dance or other movement 
practices are highly welcome. 

 
https://www.overhead-project.de/en/company/ 
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About Overhead Project  
 
Overhead Project is based in Cologne, Germany and stands for performances between contemporary 
circus and dance – two languages that allow different perspectives on the human body and a 
multidimensional approach to space. The company, directed by choreographer and circus artist Tim 
Behren, evolved from an intense acrobatic duo work with (former) co-founder Florian Patschovsky. Both 
studied until 2009 at ESAC in Brussels as a hand-to-hand duo and since then started to work in the 
dance field in Germany, where the company was founded. Today, the artistic core team consists of 
several long-time performers and thinkers from various fields. Over fifteen productions and several 
guest choreographies for city theaters with large dance ensembles have been created. The company 
has received several international awards and choreography prizes for its works, most recently the 
Tabori Award 2022 from the Fonds Darstellende Künste and the Cologne Dance Theater Award 2023. 
The company is also initator of CircusDanceFestival in Cologne. 
 
More about the company: https://overhead-project.de/en/  
 

Last major creations / touring repertoire 
https://overhead-project.de/produktionen/beasts-bodies/ (2025) 
Beast & Bodies Trailer 
https://www.overhead-project.de/en/productions/blueprint/ (2024) 
https://www.overhead-project.de/en/productions/what-is-left/ (2021/22) 
https://www.overhead-project.de/en/productions/circular-vertigo/ (2021) 
https://overhead-project.de/en/productions/my-body-is-your-body/ (2018) 

 
 
Production Period  
(travel days are always one day before/after the given date) 
 
1000 Faces 
2026 

30.09.- 01.10.2026 Audition PACT Zollverein, Essen (GER) 

2027* 

25.01. - 05.02.2027 Rehearsal Residency (10 days) tba 
02/03 2027 Rehearsal Residency (10 days) tba 
26.-30.04.2027 End Rehearsals (5 days) LATIBUL, Köln (GER) 

14. - 16.05.2027 PREMIERE CircusDanceFestival, Köln (Ger) 
afterwards Future touring dates  

* The dates for 2027 are still subject to change. 

 
 
Transcending Bodies* 
2026 

30.09.- 01.10.2026 Audition PACT Zollverein, Essen (GER) 

2027 

03/2027 Rehearsal Residency (5-8 days) tba 
06/2027 Rehearsal Residency (5-8 days) tba 
09/10 2027 Rehearsal Residency (5-8 days) tba 
11/2027 PREMIERE (1. – 6. Nov) Philharmonie Köln (GER) 

afterwards Future touring possible tba 

* The dates are still subject to change. 
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Conditions 
 
A rehearsal week is (mostly) planned with 5 days from Monday till Friday 10 am - 6 pm with maximum 
7 hours of physical work. Working language is english. Each rehearsal starts with either an individual 
or a team warm-up. Rehearsal days are paid with 180 Euro per day. In case of 1000 Faces, this is for 
25 days of creation a total of 4.500 Euro. Transcending Bodies for 17-26 creation days between 3.060€ 
and 4.680€. Partly payments can be done directly after each residency block on invoice.  
In addition to the creation period the premiere and all following and touring performances are paid 
with 380 Euro per performance day each. Travel days to and from performances after the premiere 
weekend are recompensated with 50 Euro (for 4-6 hours) and 75 Euro (for 6+ hours). Travel costs are 
paid by the company, accommodation in single rooms is provided. The availability / a certain flexibility 
for the periods and dates mentioned above are mandatory for the application. 
 
 
Application process 
 
Audition participation is by invitation only.  
 
Please fill in the online form (https://forms.gle/mb3EYYbiTEosA5eC6) with the following basic 
information: 
 

 Full name 
 Contact details (e-mail/Phone) 
 Age  
 Are you available for both audition days 
 Very short motivation why you apply to specifically this call (2-3 sentences) and which of the 

two creations are you specifically interested to apply for (Application for both creations is 
possible) 

 Where are you based (city & country)? 
 Where is your fiscal base / From which country do you invoice? 
 Background (circus-discipline) 
 Other specific backgrounds / influences / inspirations for your movement language as a 

performer 
 Education (where & when) 
 Last or important professional experiences/creations 
 Links(s) to videos (and password if necessary) 
 Link to website, if available 
 Confirmation of availability / Comment on flexibility in the above periods 
 Further comments, needs or questions 

 
We would kindly ask you to attach one full body or performance photo of you.  
 
Application is ongoing from mid of july till 15th August. 
We will get back to you with a response for the audition invitation probably until end of august. 
 

Thanks a lot – we are looking forward to reading from you! 
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Location & travel information 
 
PACT Zollverein 
Bullmannaue 20a 
45327 Essen, Germany 

 By train: Essen Central Station (Essen Hbf) is the main railway hub. From there, PACT 
Zollverein is easily accessible by public transport. 

 By air: The closest airports are Düsseldorf Airport (DUS) (approx. 30–45 min by train to 
Essen) and Dortmund Airport (DTM) (approx. 60–90 min by public transport to Essen). 

 
Please note:   
We can offer a travel expense subsidy of €150 max, with the request to choose the cheaper travel 
option (f.e. if traveling by Deutsche Bahn, the “Sparpreis” fare). Further, Reimbursements for travel 
expenses are subject to the provisions of the applicable Travel Expenses Regulations (for travel by 
plane or train, the lowest class fare; for travel by private car, 35 cents per kilometer). Travel expense 
receipts must be submitted to the production manager promptly after the audition. 
  
We also ask that you arrange for private accommodations, ideally for two nights in Essen or the 
nearby area. If this is not possible for financial reasons, please contact us as soon as possible after 
receiving your invitation—we will try to arrange small subsidies for accommodations on a case-by-
case basis. 
 


